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Abstract

?qupan Rights are the result of Humanity’s increasing and persistent demand for dignity, respect,
Justice, protection and freedom. All needed for a decent human existence. On December 10, 2018 the
world mqked 70 years since the adoption of the “Universal Declaration of Human rights.” Regrettably,
instead of the anniversary signaling the enduring impact of human rights challenges that captured the
world’s attention, illustrating the struggle to secure human rights is far from over. Author, in this
research paper wants to bring readers notice that how Human Rights Education in different levels of
O Education is imparted successfully. - , |
Key words: Human Rights, Elementary Level, Primary Level. School Level, College Level
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Introduction
Human Rights Education is an indispensable part of the right to education and has of late gained larger
recognition as a human right itself. The knowledge of the rights and freedoms, of oneself as much as
of the others, is considered as a fundamental tool to guarantee the respect of all rights for each and
every person. The key stone of human rights-education is that the education should not only aim at
producing trained professional workers but also inculcating in them a sense of higher purpose. Human
rights education aims at providing people and studerits with the abilities to accomplish and produce
societal changes. Education is widely acknowledged and seen as a way to empower people to improve
their quality of life and increase their capacity to participate in the decision-making process, leading
@ to desired transformation in the social, cultural and economic policies.

Human Rights Education (HRE) gives schools a shared language of equality, non -discrimination,
inclusion, respect, dignity and participation. It upholds the fundamental rights of every individual and
brings us closer to becoming a rights respecting, global family. Human rights provide a valuable
framework for good inter-personal relations and for making balanced, informed choices. It provides
us with the skills necessary to work with each other, across differences, in order to address the global
and local challenges of our times. Be it speaking up for issues such as violence against women,
questioning government action or practicing citizenship on a day-to-day level....it all begins when
“human rights go back to school. o : '

- Teachers are the pivot around which all education revolves. Therefore, if we want to ensure human
rights education in our schools, we need to orient our teachers. The role of teacher educators in this
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context is obvious.
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Human Rights Education at School Levels : ity T £
Human Rig?lts Education (HRE) gives schools a shared language of chﬂlltY: non -qnsc‘ru.nmaltlor(ll;
inclusion, respect, dignity and participation. It upholds the fundamental rlght_s of every .mdw]dua anl
brings us closer to becoming a rights respecting, global family. Human rights prp-v1de a valuz_lb e
framework for good inter-personal relations and for making balanced, informed choices. It prOVIdCS
us with the skills necessary to work with each other, across differences, in order to address the global
and local challenges of our times. Be it speaking up for issues such as violence against women,
questioning government action or practicing citizenship on a day-to-day level....it all begins when
human rights go back to school. ' » s

Teachers are the pivot around which all education revolves. Therefore, if we want to ensure human

rights education in our schools, we need to orient our teachers. The role of teacher educators in this -
context is obvious. ’ ‘
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Human Rights Education at Primary Level

‘Creation of a strong and pro-active human rights community has been long overdue in India: Human
rights can be most effectively imbibed through a well thought out programme of education. in fact,
education becomes purposive and relevant only when ingrained with human rights education. the task -
of human rights education can be focused at two distinct levels, namely (a) at level of the imparters of 2
primary, secondary and higher secondary education and (b) at the level of receivers of education.
Notwithstanding the special importance of those who receive education, the present curriculum
development exercise has focused on the imparters of the education front. The exercise of developing
a human rights curriculum for primary, secondary and higher secondary is being undertaken by the
NCERT separately, and it is hoped that very soon their efforts would begin impacting our country’s
education system at lower levels. ' ; _ L moemal
It provides individuals with the capacity and motivation to act. It becomes very important to understand
right in the very beginning that the term “human rights” implies universality. It is an assertion that
rights exist for each person regardless of social status, rank, race, religion, sex or any other
characteristic which may distinguish human beings from one another. These rights exist each of us
because we are human; they exist for all of us because we all belong to humankind. That is why it
becomes very important for all our children to know about human rights from the very beginning, Our

work becomes very much easier when we know that education for human rights is applicable to all
. levels of education. : -

The Child at the Elementary School Stage ‘

. . An important aim of education is to develop positive attitudes and values in among childre'n while t.hey
are young. Advances made in the Psychology of Learning and Instructiqn have shown hat it is possible i
to expose young children to these issues as part of their preparation for adulthood agd future )
citizenship. Even the curriculum of the elementary level today exposes children to local, {'eglonal and "
national cultures. As stated in the last section, in-a country like ours_it is all the more important to
expose children to the concept of One World and Human Rights at this stage because many children,
do not go beyond the elementary level. It is important to have a proper,_developgd programme _for th.e
students of the elementary stage. They are entering school for.the first time, and s_econdly., right at this
stage they start developing broader perspectives because of being exposed to reading and mterpersongl
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o Affection, love and understanding

Become useful' members of society and to develop their special talents.
Have enough time and space to play

-« Have aname and a nationality

* Berescued first if disaster takes place

Proper housing, enough food and medical care
o Free education :
» Special care if they are handicapped

* Grow up believing in peace and treating all people at their brothers and sisters

‘o Enjoy all these rights, no matter to what race, colour, sex, religion, nationality or social background
the

y belong.

Human Rights Education at Secondary Level

Education for Human Rights is applicable at all levels of education. From the child’s early years,
education of human rights is both practical and necessary. Pre-school and early primary education can
highlight a sense of common humanity among children. The older primary school children are aware
of social and political issues and they have a right to learn about values which have been universally
proclaimed. But at the secondary school level students are mature enough'to appreciate more fully the -
significance of struggle for civic and political rights and for economic, social and cultural rights. But’
whether Human Rights Education is conducted in the school, or through out of school Programmes, it
must be based on two aspects: the rights of oneself, developing a sense of one’s intrinsic worth and
dignity as a human being; and the rights of others-recognizing that others have the same intrinsic worth
as oneself — a sense of others as fellow human beings. '

It becomes very important for secondary school teachers to understand that it may be the right time
now that young people’s intelligence and problem-solving abilities, as well as sensitivity, character
and taste for action are developed. This will help children to deal with problems in the rapidly changing
society. It is important for the teacher to be able to understand the receptiveness and capabilities of
individual students at a given age and situation,

The secondary stage is more advanced than the elementary stage. Knowledge should now be presented
more systematically and t students should be encouraged to develop the capacity for action.

Human Rights Education at College and University Level

The human rights movement represents a historical journey that began with the institutionalization of
political and social orders. Few phenomena have had such a profound impact on history, and few
movements have such a universal presence and powerful potential. The concept of human rights is
dynamic, changing as society evolves. The “first generation” rights call on governments not to interfere
with the exercise of civil and political rights and individual liberties. “Second generation” rights place
a duty on governments to guarantee economic, social, and cultural rights. “Third generation” rights
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include the right to self-determination of peoples rather than individuals, to sovereignty over their.
country’s natural wealth, and to development and special protection of disadvantaged groups.
“Education is a powerful means of influencing people and changing their attitudes. Unfortunately, the
Indian education system has only recently begun to promote human rights. :
At the undergraduate level, human rights education is gencerally conducted as international law ar}d
Indian constitutional law (fundamental rights). Only the National Law School of India University in
Bangalore, offers a full course on human rights for the Bachelor of Laws (LL. B) In political science
departments, human rights education is still a limited part of the course on the constitutional and
political development of India (fundamental rights) and international politics development of India
(fundamental rights) and international politics (United Nations). In some universities, human rights
education is part of sociology, economics, and modern Indian history. -
Human rights educators believe that a grassroots and indigenous orientation and a focus on local
human rights problems are more important than projecting international human rights conventions and
norms. Human rights education must have a strong research component and provide training and

public information. Audiovisual aids and distance education should be used, among other tools.

Extension work has long been recognized by the University Grants Commission (UGC) as important
as teaching and research. ' :

The National Service Scheme, women’s studies research centers, adult education, and population
. education programs, and continuing education are area-specific and, along with field action, should be
+  used to bring human rights programs to the grass-roots. Legal aid programs in colleges should be more
vigorously used by law school to help the poor. B '

NHRC has the responsibility “to spread human rights literacy and pro_mofe awareness of safeguards”.
NHRC and universities and colleges should cooperate

. e to promote extension programs. Human rights
education can be pursued by simultaneously; a N
. > Introducing separate courses on human rights,
> Incorporating human rights issues into courses, and

> Reorienting all courses so that the human rights component is not just an adjunct to the syllabus.

Such a strategy is highly flexible and can accommodate each institution’s needs, pace of growth, and
extent of commitment to human rights education. if human rights education is to become more popular
2 among university and college students, they should be able to expect decent employment after
§ graduation, but there are few human' rights — related jobs in schools, research institutions, and the
8 media. The setting up of proposed human rights courts all over the country could employ substantial
€2 numbers of students. Inclusion of human rights as a subject in the national competitive examinations
@ also deserves consideration. Public service providers such as the railways, the post office

¢ telecommunications and electricity agencies, as well as all courts, prisons, and law enforcement
3 agencies, should appoint human rights experts as advisers and trainers.

% Curriculum Development

2 Curriculum, development should also take into account the changing global, national, and regional
#% socioeconomic and cultural contexts. Textbooks need to be integrated with other materials that refer
8% to local experiences. Preparing, revising, and updating teaching materials is slow, time- cbnSunling,
. imaginative, and arduous, and entails long- term collaboration among experienced human. rights

%% teachers and activists. Above all, the thrust of human rights education is $ensitizin

. _ g the community,
& changing attitudes, and creating a human rights culture. '
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» guman Rights Education Centers and Cells

National coordination and ,

program’s success. A 1lum::1a?ia%§mcm of human rights education activities is indispensable for the
database on human rights edu Cg t.s ccm.cr OT.CC“ S!lOllld be set up in the UGC to create a reference
projects, and organize WOrkshopz; ;(:]121, (;ltl]ssemmz:tlc information, oversee execution of programs and
The center s 1er meetings.

standing in }110121%:;?1;;_l”l‘ie;i:n‘?cltor, whom the UGC may choose from teachers of repute and wjth
commitment to human rieht ‘d rights. A small‘ comittee of people 'of proven competence and
provided supporting st ffg S;l education should guide the center or cell. The center or cell should.bc
S g statl and equipment by the UG(.L In the l'ong run a full-fledged ('locumentatxon

ed, and seeking help from global financing agencies to set it up may be viable.

Research in Human Rights Education

"The_U-N., Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights defines human rights education as
‘j(rammg, dissemination and information efforts aimed at the building of a universal culture of human
rights through the imparting of knowledge and skills and the molding of attitudes directed to:

a) The strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms;

b) The full development of the human personality and the sense of its dignity;

o c) The promotion of understanding, tolerance, gender equality and friendship among all nations,

indigenous peoples and racial, national, ethnic, religious and linguistic groups; and,

d) The enabling of all persons to participate effectively in a free society (See United Nations, Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Plan 5) '

Human rights education (HRE) is an emergent field of educational theory and practice gaining
increased attention and significance across the globe. The international human rights movement,
spurred by the efforts of non-governmental organizations, the United Nations and other regional
human rights bodies, has broadened its focus since the late 1970s, by seeking to integrate human rights
concepts, norms and values within the mainstream educational systems of world states. This effort,
which has gained momentum since the early 1990s, has spawned a growing body of educational
theory, practice and research that often intersects with activities in other fields of educational study,
such as citizenship education, peace education, anti-racism education, Holocaust / genocide education,
education for sustainable development and education for intercultural understanding.

Conclusion )

Empowerment of masses through ensuring the rights of all depends on inculcation of knowledge and
awareness through ‘education for all’. Usually, Power rests with those having either knowledge or
physical strength or wealth. Knowledge brings in both force and wealth. Instead of putting blame on
caste-system, it would be more desirable to make arrangements for sound system of education for
empowering the submerged sections of society. Despite all the undesirable developments taken place
in the system, caste system is still quite popular amongst Indian masses.
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The Role of Voluntary Organizations in Empowering
the Status of Women

Dr. B.J. Mundhe
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Abstract.

Fvas

omen occupy in it and the role they play in the life of the nation. It is easy to establ
strlkmg parallelism at all stages of development, between the thermotical right
women coupled with those they really enjoy and the progress of a country. '

ing the status of women.

Keywords: Voluntary Organization, Women Empowerment.

Introduction

remains more or less the same.

An analysis of crime situation in the country reveals that there is a rapid increase in the
number of crimes especially in the socio- economic field, in which a large number of womes
both as victims of crime and as criminals are involved. In spite of so many methods of prote

tions provided by law, the women remain unprotected not only by the law breake;-s'B‘“’ta]Q\
the so-called law protectors viz.., the policemen. /f’_ 2 S
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It is most unfortunate that except in a few big cities, like Delhi and Mumbai, there are practi-
cally no effective orgamzatxons in the country, which can really protect the interests of women or
are able to extend real concrete help. There are of course many voluntary org'mlzatlons which
have done considerable work in the fields of education and public health, but have not paid much
attention to the problems of uplifting the status of women in the society.

1.2 Challenges before Voluntary Organization

In this male dominated society, the greatest handicap to women in some aspects is through lack
of security, economic, social and legal assistance. A woman has great capacity to work but she
does not find proper avenues. There is a lack of confidence in her, which is mainly due to the crea-
tion of environment what is needed today is to restore the confidence of women in her own capac-
lty and to provide a sense of security to her and the problem is a very complicated and comprehen-

sive one. It needs an integrated approach, tackling the problem by dlﬁ'erent agencies. For our con-
venience it may be broadly divided into four broad categories:

Firstly, there is a need to create awareness in the society of the social ills.

Secondly, the law enforcement agency should be made more effective ahd suitable to
tackle the problem in the right perspective.

Thirdly, to make necessary changes in the procedure and machinery of judicial administra-
tion so as to get the desired results.

e To provide socio-economic security to women.

For tackling the above-mentioned problems, voluntary organizations have a very prominent

role to play. Given Below are some concrete suggestions to be implemented by the volun-
tary organization, for uplifting the status of women in India.

Role of Voluntary Organizations in Empowering'thé Status of Women

For tackling the above-mentioned problems, voluntary organizations have a very prominent

role to play. Given below are some concrete solutions to be unplemented by the voluntary or-
ganization, for uplifting the status of women in India.

1.3.1 The Need to Create Awareness among Women

There is an urgent need to create awareness among public in general and women in
particular, of the social ills of the society. No amount of government help can really
achieve the desired results, unless the women themselves realize the need of such a change.
The urge to liberate them, to fight against the social ills, should come from within, This re-
quires proper education to women about their rights and duties and at this time, t_he volun-
tary organizations should make every effort to create awareness amongst women.

1.3.2 The Need to Provide Economic-and Social Security |
One of the biggest problems, women face in India, is a sense of insecurity. As long

as women feel insecure, she cannot come up in life. The economic independence creates confi-

dence and provides social security. Hence, voluntary organizations should take up concrete steps,
if necessary, in collaboration with the governmental



nge:;’zzﬁt;’ngrt‘;;fl:e‘lizzeszﬂd]:lnore employment opportunities to women. The voluntary
be employed, both on ful ti;(;l:; anr:n cotti}ge and .small-scale industries, where women can
exchange -y 1 part tl{ne basis. They should also work in employment

gister the names of women in need of work and direct them to the appropri-

ate organizations for employment.

Th' . . ) '
forced lS. effort will go a long way in solving many other problems of women, such as
marriages, by parents, harassment by husbands/ in-laws, traffic in women etc. '

1.3.3 The Need to Provide Shelter to Women

Economic independence, though very essential, is not sufficient enough to give

women, the strength needed to face the battle. In the Indian society, it is extremely difficult

e all alone. Even economically independent.women have to depend on
In most distressed and miserable condi-

a bold step against the wishes of her par-

for-women to liv
their parents or husbands or relatives for shelter.
tions also_,-inany a timé, woman is not able to take
ents who are harassed by her husband/in-laws, because she has no place to go. To create a
sense of social security as a first step, the voluntary organizations should provide shelter to

women from all categories. They should be able to cater to the needs of different categories
of women, such as house-wives, working women, women in need of economic assistance,
o live alone. The accommoda-

women who are financially well-off but are not in a position t

tion should be provided both on nominal charges and free of charge.
sing problem of women, but will help in creat-

11 help in p'foviding solutions to many

This will not only solve a very pres
ing great confidence in women, which in turn wi
and also at their domestic front.

problems
1.3.4 Counseling, Guidance and Legal Assistance |
Many problemé of women can be solved easily by proper counseling and guidance.
idance can help in

rules and regulations. A proper gul
handicaps to women is that, legal assist

he wants to tame a legal action against her husband/ in-

laws, or other relatives she cannot do so as she has neither the required knowledge nor the
money. There are some legal aid societies, but they are generally vfou'nd in big cities only. The
Bar Councils also pro_vide free legal aid at many places. But for an illiterate housewife, it is

djfﬁcult to have an access to these societies. And hence, it is for the voluntary organizations to
try and reach the' women in need for legal assistance. Many women are deprived of their legiti-

mate rights, because there is nobody to fight for them.
1.4 The Evil of Dowry and the Role of Voluntary Organizations |
Dowry is one of the major social evils, which is responsible for the misery in many

families in India. Even though Anti-Dowry Act was passed in 1961, the situation, instead
of improving is deteriorating day by day. The disease of dowry is spreading rapidly at
every level of the society i.e., all the lower, middle-and upper classes, leading‘td disastrous
consequences. The newspapers are full of reports of sudden deaths of young mah‘ied :

Women are generally ignorant of laws,
sorting out many problems. One of the major

. generally beyond her reach. Even if s

ance is

women,
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even though a large number of cases remain unreported. Realizing the gravity of the situation, in
many parts of the country, such as Delhi and Hyderabad, special cells of police have been estab-
lished to investigate into the matter. It has been found that except in a few cases, where there was
clear evidence of death duc to harassment on the question of dowry, judiciary could not do much..
The main reason is the cumbersome judicial procedure and the heavy dependence of judiciary on
evidence. The net result is that the culprits are rarely punished.

The voluntary organizations have a very significant role to play both in the prevention and
cure of this social evil. The voluntary organizations should be actively associated with the Dowry
Death Cell created by some of the State Governments. Further they should be given the right to
lodge complaints, whenever they have information about such cases. They should also be given
power to collect information, through various means, and pass on the information to the investigat-
ing officers. In short, they should be assoc1ated with all the procedures and during all the stages of
investigation of dowry death cases.

Prevention is always better than cure. The voluntary organizations should organize a war
against the evils of dowry. This necessitates a nationwide campaign, educating and convincing the
people, especially the young boys and girls, about the evils of dowry system. In fact, associations
of youth should be formed not only to propagate against dowry but also to practice in actual life.
Unless this is done, with all sincerity, the evils of dowry cannot be eradicated. Because our obser-

vations show that educated and affluent people are more and more becoming the victims of this
social evil.

The scope of functions of functions of the voluntary organizations, in uplifting the status of
women is very wide. But unfortunately, they have not realized the potentialities that they have as
pressure groups. The pul:{lic also-has become so dependent on the government for the solution of
even those problems which can be tackled by the people themselves. It is high time, for people to

realize that the development of the society mamly depends . on the efforts of its people and not
merely the government.

1.5 The Activities / Steps to be taken by Voluntaryv Organizations towards
Women Empowerment

Women empowerment has been the primary focus for both government and most
voluntary organizations. Voluntary action promoted voluntary originations engaged in devel-
opment plays a significant role towards rural development which is dependent upon the active

participation of the volunteers through non-government organizations. The various roles of
Voluntary organizations is given below:

» Educating the Rural women
o _ Supplementation of government efforts
o Efforts orgamzmg the rural women
e Bulldmg various model and experiment
Ensure women’s participation in thelr empowerment
o+ Mobilizing the optimum resources
o Promoting the rural leadership
o Representing the rural women



o Promoting technology m rural area

« Providing cffective and efficient training to rural women
o Monitoring and evaluation

o Impact assessment

1.6 Conclusion :

The voluntary organizations have to make sincere efforts to re-establish themselves as
sowerful agencies to fight the deep-rooted social evils of the society for which they need commit-
d and dedicated workers. The message has to be taken from door to door. The change has to hap-
oen from within, right from the root level.

It is clear that unless the voluntary organizations take an active part in the movement of
liberation of women, merely governmental agencies cannot achieve the desired results. It is the
womien themselves who have to liberate themselves from the clutches of the old, orthodox, tradi-
tions and customs of the society. This social revolution should be led by the voluntary organiza-

tion.” 11~
References:
1. G.Rita Goretti Lourdes, J. J ebaselvi (2015), Women Empowerment: New Delhi: Neel
Kamal Publications Pvt. Ltd. '
2. Anita Arya (2000), Indian Women Education and Empowerﬁlent Vol. II : New Delhi :
Gyan Publishing House ,

3. http:/ijariie.com/AdminUploadPdf/
Role of NGOs Towards Women EmpoWeyfment ijariie5910.pdf

4. https:/hvww.socialworkfootprints.orgarticleslrolé—of-n_on-gdvefninental—
organizations-in-women-empowerment - : '

5. https:_//libr:_ary.oapen.org/bitstream/‘idlaa6’0ec4a-3c6_d-42d7-9b’i5-
773b361c41f8/391035.pdf - -

6. http://ﬁwww..questiournals.gg/jrhsslpapeljslv019-issue312/C09030913.pdf




